
A Note From the President  

2020 was an unprecedented year for all of us. We faced many challenges as a community 
and an organization. In true small town style, Goshen pulled together and was truly a 
place where neighbor was helping neighbor. As an organization, we were able to continue 
to serve our community and seniors. I am proud of all of the board members and 
volunteers that reached out during the last year despite the uncertainty of the world. I am 
happy we can start to put that behind us and look forward to slowly getting back to 
normal.  

I can’t believe my term as President of the Board of Directors will be ending this year! It 
has been a pleasure to work with so many lovely people in our community, you are truly 
amazing! I will miss serving on the Board and as President, but I will continue to volunteer. 
During my term, I have made an abundance of friends and had the chance to work with 
great people on the Board and in our community. I cherish the opportunity I had to be 
part of this amazing organization. 

I would like to thank our wonderful Board of Directors, Laurie Mosley—our bookkeeper 
with wealth of organizational knowledge, Erin Reilly—our new coordinator, and all our 
selfless volunteers for all your help. You are what keeps this organization going strong! 
And to all the members of the community that we have provided services to, thank you 
for being strong enough to reach out and let us help during a time when people were 
hesitant to have contact and social interaction. It was a pleasure to be able to help those 
that we could this past year.  

I am extend an invitation to anyone in the community that would like to serve as a 
member of the Board of Directors for an organization that offers so much to our 
community. We are always looking for ways to enrich our organization with new ideas, 
projects, and ways to reach out to the community. Please consider joining our Board of 
Directors or volunteering with us. This great community is full of people that offer a wide 
variety of talents and skills that we are looking for. It would be a wonderful opportunity to 
meet your neighbors and  to help our community. If 2020 has taught us anything, it is that 
a kind, open, loving community only gets stronger when faced with a challenge. And 
Goshen Community Care and Hospice has seen how strong Goshen can be first hand. Let’s 
keep the kindness, strength and giving going! Volunteer for our organization or our Board 
of Directors.  

 

Best wishes to all, 

Suzan Kircher  
President 
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The Coordinator’s Report 
 

I am so excited to be the new coordinator for Goshen Community Care and 
Hospice. I grew up in Goshen and am fortunate to live here and raise my two 
girls in such a great town. I am proud to volunteer with the Goshen Fire 
Company as an EMT and as the Secretary for the Company. I am also in my 7th 
year as a Commissioner for the Recreation Commission. I love helping people 
and my community. This position is a great fit for me and I am so glad the Board 
chose me. It was a challenging time to hop into this position but with the help 
and support of the Board, volunteers and other organizations in the community, 
it has been a wonderful transition. Please stop by, call or email me. I welcome 
chats, suggestions, offering a helping hand, and meeting new volunteers.  
 
I am happy to report that we were able to continue the monthly lunches for our 
seniors in Goshen by offering  delivery or pick up options at the New 
Goshenette. Thank you to the volunteers that made the deliveries possible 
every month and Patti at The New Goshenette for all her hard work. In person 
social group and lunch bunch resumed on Tuesdays in February, with some 
modifications to the program, like wearing masks and following social 
distancing guidelines. This didn’t stop the fun! We played trivia games, Bingo, 
word games, Pictionary, and took some time to chat and get to know one 
another. I have really enjoyed the Tuesday group and have felt such a warm 
welcome from all. Thank you! 
 
The website and Facebook pages are being updated regularly and include 
programs offered by our new Recreation Director, Katie Hennessey. It has been 
great working with her to get some programs for our 60+ residents up and 
running. She has planned some great trips, programs and events.  Take a look 
on our web site www.goshencc-h.org or on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/GoshenCCH for flyers.  
 
The food pantry is available and well stocked to help those in need. Please call 
the Church of Christ Congregational at 860-491-2793 or GCCH at 860-491-4673 
for information.  We have also been able to pick up USDA Farmers to Families 
food boxes and deliver them to families in need throughout Goshen. If you 
would like to be added to our list to receive boxes as they become available, 
please call the office or goshencommunitycare@gmail.com. We use the utmost 
discretion when assisting families in need.   
 
Our medical loan closet is well stocked. If you are in need of medical supplies, please contact the office. If we don’t have it, I 
will do my best to help you find what you need. We have durable medical equipment as well as disposable items. Call or see 
our website for a list of what is available.  We also accept donations of medical equipment and supplies. 
 
We had a successful Give Local donation campaign in April. Thank you to all that supported our organization.  
 
We are always looking for volunteers. Our volunteers help with programs, visit residents, make phone calls, bring residents 
to appointments, do small errands, like pick up prescriptions and groceries, and make meals for residents who have 
returned from the hospital, or lost a loved one. If you are interested please contact me! We are also looking for volunteers 
to serve on our Board of Directors starting in January 2022. If you are interested or would like more information, please call 
or email me, or reach out to our Board members. 
 
Many thanks, 
Erin Reilly 
Coordinator 
 

Playing Pictionary during the 

Tuesday Social 

Wash cloth bunnies made for the  
children in Pre-K 3rd grades at Goshen 

Center School  



2021 Goshen Fair Update 

There will be a fair this Labor Day weekend!! We are excited to be part of the return of the World Famous Goshen Fair to 

carry on our fundraising efforts. If you have interest in volunteering to help in our water booth during the fair, please 

contact Erin in the office at 860-491-4673 or goshencommunitycare@gmail.com. 

2021 Ornament Update 
 

Unfortunately, we are unable to get an ornament ready for the 2021 holiday season. However, we are seeking a Goshen 
based artist to design our 2022 ornament.  If you are interested or know of an artist that would design our 2022 ornament, 
please contact us. The design must be symbolic of  Goshen, either a Goshen landmark, an illustration of a significant event, 
or a depiction of an organization. Please send design ideas to goshencommunitycare@gmail.com with artist name and 
contact information. We also have ornaments from prior years available for sale at the office. Did you miss a year? Have a 
tree mishap and one or two? Did your dog, cat or a curious toddler admire your ornament too closely and all that’s left is 
the hanger? Give us a call at the office to see if we have the year you are looking for 860-491-4673. 
 

Recognizing our Volunteers 
 

We are pleased to highlight a volunteer that has been a valuable source of information, resources, knowledge, dedication, 
and has dedicated endless hours to the success of our organization.  
 

Holly Simpson 
 

Holly is a true Goshenite. She was raised on her Grandfather Siddell’s dairy farm in West Goshen and has lived here all her 
life.  Her family was always interested in horses and encouraged her to start riding at age four. She showed American 
Saddlebreds for decades and even exhibited at the National Horse Show at Madison Square Garden. That really was a 
highlight. Holly and family liked to travel as well. Trips included East Africa, Europe, Mexico and of course the east and west 
coasts of the USA.   
 
Holly is retired from the Torrington School District where she taught high school Biology for 39 years. During her teaching 
career she received the UCONN Alumni Association Recognition Award for Excellence in High School Teaching and 
participated in The Celebration of Excellence in Science Program. She currently tutors students 7-12 for the Torrington 
Board of Education. Her students can be found not only as community leaders in Torrington, but in careers that are making 
a difference in medicine, research, politics, education, agriculture, as parents and so much more. She is proud of her “kids” 
and can’t believe that some are already retiring. Time flies! 
 
Holly’s family was always involved in the activities that make Goshen special—from chairing committees at the Fair, to 
cooking for Church breakfasts and dinners, to participation in the American Legion. So Goshen Hospice & Community Care 
seemed a good fit for Holly be to give back as “neighbors helping neighbors”.  She served as a board member and Secretary 
many years and still volunteers when needed. She was the chair of the Fair Committee and helped on the Community 
Education, Nominating, and Light Up A Life Committees.   
 
Holly has been the go to for many ideas, questions or information about the town, our organization, local families, history, 
programs, volunteer work—basically she is the encyclopedia that the Board and Coordinator refer to for help. During 2020, 
Holly was an integral piece to our workings. She was happy to help during the pandemic by delivering meals and busy bags, 
visiting with those that were comfortable having company and making phone calls to those who were not. She was a huge 
help when we brought in a new coordinator during all the craziness of 2020.  She is always happy to answer Erin’s questions 
and offer helpful objective advice while she adjusted to the position.  
 
Holly’s dedication to Goshen and the people and organizations in town is exceptional and admirable. She is one of those 
amazing people that you hold onto when you find. She fills the room with joy and always has a kind word. Holly is positive, 
encouraging and uplifting. She finds the good even in tough times. Holly is that person everyone should have in their life.  
 
Holly, we would like to thank you for all you do for us and the community. You are loved and appreciated.   



 

Name Amount Account 

Connecticut Community Foundation $8,616  2020 Senior Grant 

Goshen Farmers Market $1000 Donation for Food Bank 

Crosswicks Foundation $4,000  Donation 

Rona Jaffe Foundation $10,000  Donation for the Food Bank 

Rona Jaffe Foundation $10,000  Donation 

Our Sources of Income 

 Charitable donations from our neighbors and local 
businesses.  Most gifts are received through the 
mail.  These are sent in memory of a loved one, in 
celebration of someone, or in support of our 
organization. 

 Generous grants from area foundations. 

 Matching gifts or grants.  

 Goshen Fair water sales. 

 Ornament sales. 
 
The 2020-2021 year has put a monkey wrench into our fundraising efforts. Our Newsletter is usually filled with events and 
happenings. Our loyal volunteers usually get together to put the mailing together with each envelope having a personalized 
addressed label but because of social distancing we have to send our publication via Postal Patron. 
 
This  list and the next page are a list of our donors for the past May 2020 to May 2021.  If we have  mistakenly omitted your name, 
please forgive us. Thank you to all who have supported us financially. 
 

 
We extend a special thank you to those who gave to Goshen Community Care and Hopsice 
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Monika Brendel-Visokay 

Elizabeth and Chris Cosgrove 

Christopher Craig 

Robert Donaldson 

Wilrose Duquette 

Michael Exstein 

Mark Harris 

Pamela Hicks 

Janet and Carl Hooper 

Edward Horne 

Jeff and Diane Johnson 

Darlene and John Krukar 

Rosemary and William Lane 

John and Vicki Lynch 

Judith Motel 

Eugene Newell 

Joyce Mowrey 

Godwin and Nancy Noell 

Virginia Perry 

Tricia and David Poirier 

Michelle and Joe Pratt 

Christopher and Patty Sanders 

Mary and Jay Steinberg 

Lynn Marie Steinmayer 

Robert Valentine 

Nancy Wadhams 

Joseph Welsh 

Dawn and Don Wilkes 

Catherine and Tim Wright 

 


